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than a half section, wl n iii, mHf instance not
so much was oned by the State in one body,
when, in other case's to H&fS d1sdsc'd of a half
section, milit have rendered the . residue of the
tract valueless. 1 would reroitJtfrl the" passage'
of a law in lieu 1 hereof, aatTioilzi. tfx ec1 lands
to be ed of at very moderate prices to h'
fixed by law, to any person whatever, who might

"be inclined to purchase thiriS', and in the same"
quantities in which they are acquired by the State-I- t

is believed "that this course Woulel enable the
State to dispose of lands, forfeited for'noi-payme- nt

of taxes, on favorable terms, subjec't the lands a-g-

to taxation, and thereby .materially Increase
her revenue, which might also be applied td pit-pose- a

of internal improvement. : '
The amount of money that can be realized from

the 500,000 acres of donated land, the swamp
lands, and the lands forfeited to the State for th'
non-payme- nt of taxes, if disposed of in the man-
ner above intimated, or in any other practicable
manner, would' be sufficient to carry on an exten-
sive system of internal improvement for many
years to come. But should they prove insufficio.t
to answer the wants of the State, a resort might
be had to another source for carrying yn these im-

provements, which, from the experifaee of other
countries, could bardie be considered at this tlaiv

prison, and the1 employment of the convicts will
not only be more profitable to the State, but, from
the nature of the employment, they will cease to
compete with the honest and hard-workin- g me-
chanic, who diligently labors for the support of a
family, and who is everywhere estimated as being
amongst the most useful members of society.
The highly intelligent gentleman, w bo for four
years past, has had the superintendence, of the
State prison, has labored unceasingly, not only to
employ the convict labor in a way to promote the
best interest of the State, but to provide, by all
possible means, for the health and security of the
prisoners, and for as much of personal comfort as
was compatible with their situation. The true
object of prison discipline is the reformation of the
convict, and to treat him with humanity ; to give
him such moral and religious instruction as his
situation affords, and to make him feel that, al-

though degraded by a conviction, he is still a man,
with hopes that reach beyond the term of his im-

prisonment, and is believed to be a policy not only
dictated by humanity, but one which springs from
a due regard to the best interests of society.

By an act of the Legislature, passed on the 19th
February, 1850, the Governor was authorized
and required to purchase a. block of stone, of apt
and suitable dimensions, for the Washington Na-
tional Monument, to be suitably inscribed, and
presented in the name of the State to the National
Monument Society.
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Governor's Message.
Fellow-Citizen- s (the Senate,

and of the House of Ilejiresenalves :

I have been unexpectedly, and under peculiar
circumstances, called to discharge the duties of;
Chiet Executive Magistrate ot your btate.

The constitution makes it obligatory on me as!
such othcer, to recommend to the consideration of
the Legislature, such measures as i may deem ne
cessary and expedient. And, in the performance
of that duty, I desire to call your attention, in the
first place, to the propriety of passing an act, refer-in- g

to the people a change in the organic law, so
as to prevent, in future, an interregnum in the ex-- 1 citizens of a slavtholding State, while seeking the
ecutive department of the State. On the 3d day of; means of an education abroad, they have learned
February, ISol, one of my predecessors (Govern- - j the true economy of expending their money with-o- r

Quitman,) from motives highly honorable to in the State, and of encouraging institutions rear- -

himself, and as he conceived from a proper re- -

gard to what w as due to the honor and dignity of a the University, will be laid before you in due
State, resigned the olliice of Chief Mag- - son, and I sincerely hope, if it shall be found that

istrate. The duties of that station devolved upon further legislative enactment is necessary to ad-th- e

Hon. John I. Guion, by virtue of his office as; vance the prosperity or extend the benlieial influ-Preside- nt

of the Senate. But at the general elec-jenc- es of the institution, that will it meet with prompt
tion on the 3d and 4lh days of November last, his and efficient action on your part,
senatorial term expired, and w ith it, as a conse-- 1 The report of the Commissioners of the Lunatic
quence, the executive oiliice with which he had Asylum, will exhibit the progress of that w ork
been invested ; and from that time until the Sen- - j since the last appropriation its present condition,
ate was convened, by virtue of the proclamation and the amount of appropriation necessary to com-o- f

the Secretary of State, and a President elected plete it, and render it tit for the purposes for which
by that body, there was no one authorized to ex- - it w as intended. It could not reasonably have
ercie the functions of Chief Magistrate. I am been expected that a Hospital for the insane, de-n- ot

aware of any serious detriment to the public signed as a monument of the charity and enlight-servic- e

having occurred in this particular instance, ened philanthropy of the State, could have been
more than the delay in issuing commissions, and finished for the sums already expened upon it.

i

public officers, have either been lost or so endan-
gered, that the delays and expenses incident to
their collection have materially depreciated the
fund. In spite of all the guards thrown around it
by public enactment, a degree of favoritism will
exist, prompting the agents to accommodate friends
and those suffering mosi for the want of money,
improper indigencies will be given or insufficient
securities taken, and thiis a fund appropriated un-
der the influences of an expansive charity, highly
creditable to the people's representatives, and in
tended for the enlightenment of the rising genera-
tion, may in a few yean be squandered, and ut-

terly fail in conferring upon the people the bless-
ings, for which it was iiiended. We need not go
beyond the limits of our own State for lessons of
experience upon this subject, and they are abun-
dant to prove that sums of money, when entrust-
ed even to those who hate a direct interest in their
preservation, for the purfose of being loaned out,
are in great dangerof being lost,either by negligence
or an undue confidence mothers ; and in order to
avoid any risk of this character, I would recom-
mend to the Legislature, so to amend the act, as
to make it the duty of the State Treasurer with
the approval of the Governor, to invest the whole
fund in Government stock, and that the interest
arising thereupon, be annually divided among the
several counties, pursuant to the spirit of said
law.

The State University is an Institution properly
cherished by the people, as affording the means
or a finished education within our own borders;
and I am happy to inform you that it is in a pros- -

perous condition. Our people are beginning to
awake to the great importance of educating their
sons, amidst the institutions peculiar to the South
ern States ; and whilst they are unwilling to ex-

pose them to the contaminating influences and gra-
tuitous insults to which thev would be liable as

ed by ourselves. The report of the Trustees of

A considerable amount win yet ue required, to nn- -

ish and put it, in a condition lor the reception ol
those children of misfortune, for whose benefit it
was designed, and the question is now to be settled
whether it is better to let it remain in its present
condition, and risk the loss of the mone-- y already
expended upon if, or to make an appropriation ne
cessary to complete and put it in operation ?

It will be proper to mention that when the ap-

propriation was matle, it was intended that the
State should furnish the brick for the building ;

but the condition of the affairs in the Penitentiary
was such, that it was found to be impossible to
appropriate the labor of the convicts to that purpose,
and the Commissioners of the Asylum were forc-

ed to expe nd a large amount of the appropriation
for the purchase of brick.

In intimate connection with this subject, I refer
with great pleasure to the institution established
by the Legislature, for the support and education
of the Blind. The report of the Commissioners
will be presented, showing that the institution is

under good management, and is coniernng great
benefits upon an unfortunate class of individuals,
who are entitled to our warmest sympathies.
Such institutions stand as noble monuments of

ind entiu their founders,
as well as those w ho aid in carrying them into suc- -

cesstul operation, to the lasting rratitude of the
country. Before taking leave of this subject, 1

would respectfully recommend it to the fostering
care of the Legislature.

One other institution of a kindred character is
still wanting to complete the list of noble charities
so characteristic of Southern generosity : I refer
to an asylum for the deaf and dumb. The poor
mute who is permitted to gaze upon the beauties
of nature, but whose ears are forever closed to the
sweet melody which Providence has ordained, to
gladden the human heart, and whose tongue has
never learned to hold social converse with his fellow--

creatures, or even to unite in praises to the
Most High is a subject to claim our anxious so-

licitude, "and prompt us to some action to amelior-

ate his condition ; because, he can only be taught
to appreciate the bounties of Providence, and the
scheme of Redemption, by teaching him td read.
Let us not withhold from' him this exalted privi-

lege, so fraught with happiness to all who enjoy
its benefits ; and, while he can only converse
with his fellow-creatur- and enjoy that social
intercourse so necessary to the happiness of all,
by learning to write let us do something towards
unstopping the ears of the deaf, and make the
dumb to speak through the medium of the pen.

I would, therefore, recommend that a small ap-

propriation be made, similar to the one made for
the benefit of the Blind, in order to employ a
teacher or teachers and found a schooi, for the ben-
efit of this class of our people, which may be
changed or enlarged as circumstances may here-

after require. And with this additional institution
the people of Mississippi may justly feel, that they
have done everything which could be done, by
Legislative enactment, to educate the poor, and
ameliorate the condition of the suffering and afflic-

ted.
In view of the intimate connection between this

and the institution for the Blind, I respectfully
suggest that the two might be blended, under one
general supervision, thereby lessening the expense
to the State, without detriment to either.

At the session of the Legislature of 1846, much
alarm prevailed'on the subject of the small pox,
and by the act et 2d March, l4b, a vaccine de
pot and agency was established at Jackson, with
an annual salary ot $400 to be paid to the agent
The causes for this alarm Lave long since passed
away, and the report of the agent, which is here
with transmitted, will show that the State is ex
pending a sum of money wholly disrrotortioned
to the necessities of the .case, the vaccine matter
being accessible to all at atrinuur expense
Therefore,- - I submit , to the Legislature the pro- -
pnety oi aoonsning ine omce ot V accme Agent,
and saving the expense m future

In many of the Reports herewith transmitted
there is nothing which' requires special comment.
In reference to the Penitentiary, 1 would suggest
the propriety of adding machinery equal tcr the ca-pac- ity

of the building and engine, for the purpose
of manufacturing cotton and woolen goods. This
will necessarily lessen the expenses arising from
the employment of superintendents and guards,
the inmates will be confined within the walls of the

attention, not only in this, but in most of the States
of the Union. .

The Constitutional power of the General Got --

ernment to make improvements within - the States
is a subject that has long been agitated in the Halls
of Congress, and constitutes one of the principal
features upon which the two great parties of the
country are divided at the present time. The sen-
timent of a large portion of the American people
being, opposed to the exercise of such power by
Congress, throws Upon the State Governments the
necessity of aiding their citizens, as far as is con-
venient and practicable to do so, in constructing
such works Of internal improvement as may have
a' tendency to clevelope the agricultural resources,
and promote the commerce of the country, "We,
very properly, ddny to the General Government
the right of exercising any powers not clearly del-
egated in the Constitution, and perhaps nd power
has ever been claimed by Congress so liable to
Abwse as the one under consideration, whereby
large sums of money may be drawn from the
pockets of the people, to be squandered upon
schemes calculated to corrupt the State's and ccm-tr- ol

the patronage of the Government, or the crea-
tion of a great national debt, thereby imposing
upon the country the necessity of high protective
tariffs, for the purpose of liquidating it, and build-
ing up the manufacturing, at the expense of the
agricultural and commercial interests of the coun-
try.

But whilst our safety as a sovereign State con-
sists in a firm opposition to the exercise of any
such powers upon the part of the Federal Govern-
ment, we should at the ?ame time remember that
the duty of providing for the wants of the country
by a liberal, but judicious system of intemal im-

provements-, is imperative tfpon the State govern-
ments

It has been but a few years since the first rail-
road was constructed in this country, and then from
the w ant of experience, and the high price of ma-
terials, it was considered of doubtful expediency.
But time and repeated experiments have tested
their great utility ; until now, there are upwards
of ten thousand miles of railroad, built at a cost
of more than 300,000,000 of dollars, in success-
ful operation in the various States of the Union,
and perhaps half as many more miles projected
and in the course of construction. They traverse
regions of country heretofore considered as worth-
less, in consecjuence of their remoteness from
market, developing their agricultural and mineral
resources, and giving to them a value equal to the
most favored regions, by bringing a market for
their produce almost to the door of the producer,
and by affording the facilities for transportation
with speed, safety and economy, they invite emi-

gration to the country, adding immensely to the
value of real estate ; causing flourishing towns
and villages to spring up as by magic in the wil-

derness, promoting the convenience and increas-
ing the commerce and adding to the wealth of the
people, at the same time enriching the coffers of
the State. Nor have railroads had a less decided
or beneficial tendency' in building up manufacto-
ries by affording the means of supplying the raw
material at a diminished cost, and of distributing
the same, when manufactured, to the consumers
in every part of the State. I need scarcely dwell
upon the great importance of having our staple
products manufactured in our own borders, there-
by saving to the people of the State, the vast

now paid by them to support the labor of
other countries, as well as the cost of transporta-
tion, insurance, commissions, exchanges and pro-
fits, all of which are paid by the 'consumer. There
is no good reason why the people of Mississippi
should rely upon other States to furnish them with
the cotton and woolen goods which they consume,
when the materials out of which they are manu-
factured, are so abundant at home,' or look to other
countries for supplies of shoes, hats, caps, paper,
saddlery, furniture, carriages, fcc, fcc, when by
opening railroad communications with New Or-

leans, Mobile, Savannah and Charleston, the ma-

terials as w ell as the machinery used in their man-
ufacture, may be so easily conrej'ed into the State;
and the profits of the labor, as well as the inci-

dental expenses be saved to the country. Surely
there has been no previous time in our history,
when the Southern States should use all the means
at their command, or struggle so earnestly to make
themselves independent of those who seek to de-

stroy our institutions, whilst they are growing
rich upon the proceeds of our labor, and there is
no other means by which that can be accomplish-
ed more readily than entering upon a well digest-
ed scheme of internal improvements, granting to
our planting and commercial interests, all the fa-

cilities to be derived from the means of intercom-
munication with our sister States of the South,
and a ready and cheap access to those points
where our great staple rinds the best market,

manufactories in our own State, and by
opening a direct trade between the southern ports
and the markets of Europe. Other Southern
States have progressed rapidly in their march (o
independence by expending large sums in the
construction of rail-road- s, and by giving proper
encouragement to induce their citizen's to estab-

lish manufactories, and already the enhanced val
ue of their property, and the additions made
thereby to the wealth, happiness and contentment
of their citizens, have fully demonstated the wis--,
dom of their policy ; and Mississippi, with a pop- -'

ulation as intelligent, and blessed with as many
resources as the population of any - other State,
should not be found lagging behind the spirit of
the age, or permit her sister States tcr out-stri- p her
in a contest for prosperity and independence.
The experience in other States has proven that
great undertakings of this character cannot be
successfully conducted by individual enterprise
alone, and it requires the means which the State
only can command, united to those of private
companies, to put them into speedy and success
ful operation, and wherever this has been done,
upon well considered and practicable routes, in
addition to the advantages derived from them by
the country, the stockholders, both as a State and
as individuals haye realized handsome profits from
the investment ; lands through which such roads
pass, increase in value sufficient to pay the costs
of the road whilst their enhanced value, together
with the increased consumption of every article of
luxury furnished by the road, materially tend toj
swell the resources of the btate.

But whilst I would respectfully urge upon the
Legislature by every consideration connected with
our interests as a people, to give tne most liuerai
encouragement to railroad enterprises, Dy subscri
bing for stock, or otherwise, sound policy would
dictate the propriety of not making any engage
ments beyond the means under our control, nor of

. . j j i j.'
attempting to supply ine ueucieucy uy resorung
to a-- general system of taxation. I here are at
present two great enterprises projected within our
btate, which appeal more powerfully lor assistance
from the State than, any others, because they are
more intimately connected with the general pros-
perity of the country. I refer to the Mobile and
Ohio Railroad, which passes through ten or more
counties of the State, and as many more contigu
ous thereto and almost equally interested - in its
construction, containing white population of

son Road, which it is at present 'contemplated to
extend to Nashville, in the; State of Ternessee.
Should this latter road be extended, it will pass
through the entire State, from 'South to North.
penetrating the heart of the most fertile region of
the Stat$, that has heretotore found-n- o outlet for
its ' marketable products, except at an- - immense
cost, and placing the same in almost daily commu-
nication with New Orleans. These two great
roads are designed as trunk roads, 'connecting the
northern lakes with Mobile and New Orleans, and
will, doubtless, at some future da y, have many
branches connecting them with the various por-
tions of the country, and thereby contributing es-

sentially to the convenience of towns and neighbor-
hoods. Would it not be sound policy to continue
our assistance .to those great roads until they shall
be completed, and then contribute the means left
at our disposal, to aid in the construction of other
roads less important in their effects lipon the inter-
ests of the country? I would suggest the pro-
priety of the State becomming a stockholder in
each of these roads to the extent of its ability.
The dividends arising from the slock may be used
hr lessening the taxes imposed upon her citizen,
and should she at any time thinlcproprr to with-
draw the capital to aid in the constntctiaa of other
enterprises of a similar character, the stock may
be jilaced in market, and probably disposed pf at
a premium. ,

-

, The means at the disposal of the State, beyond !

the amount et surplus money m the treasu.iv, con
sists" of the five hundred - thousand acre's of land :

donated to the State for the purposes of internal
improvement, less 10,778 5G-10- 0 acres which
have been sold in pursuance ot the act of 23d
February, 1848, as appears by the report" of the
Secretary of State, accompanying this' communi-
cation. It was intended on the part of the gener-
al government, in making this donation --to the
State, to enable her to carry on a system of inter-
nal improvements to develops our resources, aud
increase the prosperity of her citizens. . .

The State having accepted the donation accord-
ing td the terms thereof, it fs a matter of serious
doubt with many intelligent persons, whether the
bonds of the State, sold on account of the Plan-
ters' Bank, should be received in payment fer
these lands, without the consent of the donor.
Be that, however, as it may, the experience of
lour years duration has proven that the bonds arS
not to be discharged upon the terms prescribed bv
the Legislature, as there has only been paid of
these bonds and coupons, from the sale of the
lands, the sum of 853,949 01, for which aniount
the State stands indebted to the Internal Improve-
ment Fund, which is more than counter-balance- d

by appropriations for locating these lands, internal
improvement purposes, taxes, fcc. ,

If . these bonds constitute a yalid debt against
the State, of which I have no doubt, (and have as
yet heard no valid argument to prove the contra-
ry,) every principle of honor, integrity and fair
dealing, which, if possible, is more obligateiry up-

on communities than upon individuals, imperative-
ly demand that they should be paid, and the
means of payment should be promptly provided.
It is equally obligatory upon the State to apply
the trust funds held by her to the purposes for
which they were intended. If it should be the
intention of the Legislature to apply these lands"
to aid in the construction of the two great schemes
of improvement herein referred to, or any others,
it will become necessary to have the lands offered
for sale at greatly reduced prices, such as w ill in-

duce purchasers to come forward and take them,
repealing that portion of the existing law authori-
zing the reception of the State bonds in payment.
It is believed that these lands or a large portion of
them at least could be readily disposed of at rea-
sonable prices, and it would be far better for the
State, to sell them at low prices, and to derive the
benefits accruing from their settlement and culli-vatio- n,

as well as the taxes which would have to
be paid upon them, than to hold them at prices
which may not be obtained for many years to
come. If these lands w ere disposed of in the way
here indicated, the State might realize nearly or
quite a million of dollars from this source, which
would be of incalculable advantage to tha country,
if judiciously applied to the construction of rail-
roads. Another source of revenue td the State
consists in the large amount of swamp lands gran-
ted by the general goyernmer-t- , by an act of Con-

gress, approved the 28th of September, 1850, for
the purpose of constructing necessary levees and
drains to reclaim the swamp and 'overflowed lands
lying in this Stal, and included in the above-grant-.

It is believed that when the levees shall
have been completed, that 'this land will become
exceedingly valuable, and that it would require
but a small portion of the lands for that purpose.
The great impertance attached to thrs grant, by
Gov. Quitman, induced him, on the 3d of Febru-
ary, 1851, in the absence of any authority by
law, to make regular appointments, to say to John
Rayburn, Esq., of Panola Co., that if he would
look solely to the Legislature for the confirmation
of his acts m the premises asd for compensation
for his services, he could proceed to locate the
lands in question. On the 17th of February, Gov.
Gttion appointed Mr. P. Bryan upon similar terms
and conditions. These gentlemen have been en-

gaged in locating since that time, and have trans-
mitted to this department an elaborate ' report of
their progress". I would therefore recommend
that suitable compensation be allowed them for
their services. '

,

' The Register of the Land Office at this place,
in pursuance to instructions from the proper de-

partment at Washington, has submitted a report
containing a list of the overflowed lands in the
Jackson Land District, which I herewith trans
mit. These lands have not yet been examined
and located fully by the agents appointed for that
purpose ; but, from their location, and the known
tenuity oi me sou, u may De iainy estimated mat
if judiciously disposed of, they will yield to the
State a large amount of available means for inter-

nal improvements, after defraying the expenses
of making the levees and bringing them into mar-
ket." The benefits calculated to accrue to the
State from a judicious management of this grant
will, I am sure induce you to deliberately examine
the subject and adopt whatever course your wis
dom may dictate that will be most likely to earn- -

out the objects of the grant, ihe leveeing, er as
sisting to do so, of the Mississippi, is a matter that
will claim your early attention lliat work etlec
tually done, and the choicest body of land per-
haps in the world for the production of our great
staple, would be reclaimed and open to our people,
thereby swelling our exports, increasing our reve-
nue, and adding immensely to the wealth and
resources of the State, as well as that of individ
uals. : , .. . - '

Another matter worthy of serious consideration,
is the 'proper mode of disposing of the Hands for-

feited to the State for the non-payme- nt of taxes.
In the i7th section of the act of the 9th of March,
1850. the Legislature made provision for the dis
position of these lands by authorizing any person
to redeem them after' a given period ; but iuch
authority was coupled with conditions believed to
be calculated to defeat the very orject ot the act
the purchaser could take ueiibti more nor koa

4

!

by any liberal-minde- d person, as one of doubtful
propriety. I allude to the taxation of real estate
in the vicinity of these reiads, for the purpose of
aiding in their construction. That rail-road- s have
.1 .certain tendency to iuciease the valrie of lands
n the regions of country through which they pass,

cannot admit of a dotlMJ arid there is scarcely a
road of asy considerable" dxtent, in any portion of
the L nited States, where the lands lvinf cdritiiru-- "
ous to the road have not been increased iri TaTue
sufficient to pay for its construction ; and is there"
anything unjust in equalizing the burthens of those'
who are to be benefited b' the improvement? "

This plan of assessing taxes upon real estate to"
be benefitted by improvements, for the purpose of
aiding in their construction, has been, decided" fthe courts of several of the States, as lam inform- -
cd, to be constitutional and it is a mode of car-
rying out great works of improvement which has
been freel resorted to by many of the States.'

Should the Legislature in its wisdom", dcricc rve it('

proper H resort to this mode of taxation, f would
suggest the propriety of discriminating between'
those lands lying within, say ten miles of tne road,- -

and those lying more than ten, but within twenty
miles of it'; and beyond this limit I would riot
conceive it proper logo, as lasd? beyond that
distance derive a benefit too uriceitain to subject
them to the burthen of taxation for t purposes"
referred to. . ,

-

The taxes imp'isdd as suggested, if any. should
inure to th i bent-fi- of the tax-paye- r, by requiring
the tax-collect- or to give to the tax-pay- er a receipt
or certificate for the amount of rail-roa- d tax paid
by him, which receipt or certificate should entitle'
the individual paying the tax, or the assignee, to'
stock in the "Company, to the amount of the tax"
paid to aid in the construction of their road. -

In this way, the burthen of taxation would
fall only upon those who are not only bent-fitte- by
the enhanced value of their lands, but who, as-sto-

ck

-- holders, may also realize dividends of inter'- -

est upon the investment.
The lands donated by the government to aid hi'

the construction of the Mobile and Ohio' railroad,
are 'held by the State for that purpose, and some
legislative action will be necessary to enable the
company to use them in the construction and com-- "

pletiou of their road.
It is proper for me to' state hi this connection,

that on the 12th day February last, my, predeces-
sor, Gov. Guion, appointed Charles F. MayerhoHy.
Esq., of Clarke county, an agent on the part of
this State, to locate the lands thus granted;. ..

I would invite the attention of the Legislature'
;

to this subject at an early period of the session.- -

The Commissioners of the New Orleans and
Jackson Railroad have not yet made any report-a-

to the manner .in w hich they have p.pphed .the
two thousand dollars given them by the Legisla-
ture, to aid in surveying the route of said road.
I have been informed, however, by the President
of the Beard of Commissioners, that the surveys
have been completed from New Orleans to Jack- -

sot, r.nd that" the rrports arid t'timates of the en-

gineers are of the mc'st favorable character. 4

'I herewith submit td the Eegfetatnfe; for tlWir
consideration, a letter from A. Hutchinson and Gv
R. Falli surviving jartners of C. M. Price, propo- -
sirig t6 sell to the State 'crie thousand copies of
Hutchinson's CMe of Mississippi', at five dollars
per copy. J .. . i

At your last regular session, en act was pr.sscd
appropriating two thousand dollars for the purpose
of repairing the State Capitol, and placing the s&m&
at the disposal of the Governor to be by him ex-

pended. This duty has been tfficitnlly complied
with by my predecessors. .

In obedience to an act passed at your List mis-

sion, and approved the 9th of March, 1C53 the'
sum of two thousand dollars was ilactd at the'
disposal of the Governor, for the purpose of erec- -'

ting on some suitable part of the capital square,"
a brick building for an arsenal or'ph ce of deposit
for the public arms. 1 am happy to be able to in
form the Legislature that this duty was promptly
performed by my predecessor, Uov. Quitman, and
that the arms of the State are now securely de
posited in an armory ; which, while it was impe- -
iously demanded far their preservation and safe

keeping, also adds to the beauty of the public
.

-grounds. v f
I herewith transmit certain resolutions and otli- -'

er communications covering a variety of subjects",- -

which 1 submit to your respectful consideration.
I herew ith transmit to the Legislature the re"- -

port of the Secretary of State in relation to ceT- -

tain amendments proposed to the . Constitution at
your last regular session, and which were voted
upon by the people at the hist general election,-whic- h

will, I hope, fully explain itself. '

By reference to the census return, herewith
transmitted, it will be seen that this State is entK
tied to an additional representative irl Congress.f ""

I would respectfully call your attention to'tn.fc
subject, that you may take whatever steps ou"

may think proper aftd necessary to secure a lull
representation from th?s State, 6 s6on m th new
apportionment snail uikc enccw , .

t ,
1 herewith transom a report uom the Adjutant

General. From this report, it will be seen that
the Militia system is in a state of great derange
ment and disorganization, working ncV' benefit to'
the people or the State, w hile it Entails upon the
former considerable tat. I feel constr'aincd, there
fore, to. recommend to the Legislature, the as--
sage of such laws on this subject, as w iH Aistt ri-al- lv

.
improve the present ststem....or tc? Abolish i

entirely. , .

Since the last regular session of the Legislature,
great txcrtement has prevailed throughout the
country, growing out of the passage of' a series
of measures generally called the plan of adjust-
ment, by the Congress bf the. United Stajes, and
the efforts made on the part of some of the citi-

zens of the Northern States to resist its execu-
tion, and to defeat the only, feature of the series
intended for the benefit of the Southern States.

Deeply impressed with a tc-ns- tf ibV gitalin

This duty has been promptly and cheerfully per
formed by my predecessors. The stone has been
prepared and forwarded in the name of the State
to the President of the Society, with the following
engraved. upon it, in deep Roman letters: "The
State of Mississippi to the Father of his Country,
A. D. 1851," and also the Coat of Arms and
Great Seal of the State. Thus has the State of
Mississippi, beside her sister States of the Confed-
eracy, contributed to rear a monument to the mem-
ory of George Washington.

In pursuance of the resolution passed 5th day
of March, 1850, my predecessor, Governor Quit-
man, appointed Peter G. Washington, Esq., an
agent, on behalf of the State, to adjust with the
proper department any amount of the 2 and 3 per
cent, funds that might be found to be due to this
State. Said agent, has, as yet, furnished no re-

port of his action in the premises.. Whenever the
same shall be received, it will be promptly com-

municated to the Legislature,
From the Report of the State Commissioner, ac-

companying this communication, you will learn
tne condition, ot me cmumg r una, and such other
matters as have been placed under his charge, by
virtue of the laws heretofore passed on this sub
ject.

Ly the act of 4th of March, 184G, it was made
the duty of the Secretary of State to have prepar-
ed and furnished to the several Clerks of Probate,
of this State, "a uniform standard of weights and
measures," so soon as practicable, according to
the provisions of an act of Congress, establishing
a uniform standard of weights and measures for
the United States. This duty has not been perf-
ormed-, as w ill appear by the report of the Secre-
tary upon that subject, herewith transmitted, in
consequence of no appropriation having been made
to enable him to do so. I, therefore, recommend
to the Legislature the propriety of making an ap-
propriation in order to carry into effect the act re-

ferred to.
The Report of the same1 officer upon the subject

of the Chickasaw school lands exhibits the num-
ber cf acres confirmed to the State in lieu of the
sixteenth sections, the number of acre.s disposed
of, and the sums of money realized therefor. I
am not apprised that any further legislation is ne-

cessary upon this subject, unless it be to reduce
the minimum price of the land, so as to afford a
reasonable expectation that it will'be disposed" of
within a few years, and the proceeds be made
available for the purposes intended.-

I deem it proper to call your attention to an act
passed 9th of March, 1850, authorizing the Judg-
es of the High Court of Errors and Appeals to
meet annually, on the 3d Monday in June, in the
town of Oxford, to receive a written, and to hear
oral argumeut of causes, and fixing their compen-
sation for such service at 8500 per annum. I have
been informed that, in consequence of the

of the members of the Bar, no such
court has been held as the one contemplated by
the act ; and, as it has wholly failed toaccom-plis- h

the purposes for which it was intended, I
would recommend its repeal.

In connexion with this subject, it is proper to
state, that on the 1st day of October last, the Hon.
William L. Sharkey, who has so long and so ably
discharged me unties oi eniei j ustice oi ine ciate,
resigned, and fearing that there might be a fail-

ure in the December Term of the Court, in con-

sequence of the ce of one of the
Judges, I appointed Colin S. Tarpley, Esq., as
one of the Judges of that Court, to act until the
successor of Judge Sharkey should be elected and
qualified. The appointment was accepted by Col.
Tarpley, at my solicitation, and upon the express
understanding that he was to be relieved from the
duties of the office at, as early aday as practica-
ble. After remaining upon the Bench until the
Court adjourned to the first Monday in January,
he resigned, upon the ground that the object of the
appointment had been accomplished by the hold-

ing of the Court, and he was unwilling to remain
in office and receive the salary without being
able ,to render any equivalent therefor in the
way of public service.

I he writ of election has been issued to fill the
racancy, and the election ordered to take place on
the 19th day of the present month.

On the 23d day of September last, the Hon.
Jefferson Davis resigned his seat, as one of the
Senators in Congress from this State, and the Hon.
John J. McRae has been appointed to serve in his
place, until the meeting of the Legislature, and
the eleetion of some one to fill the residue of the
term to which Col. Davis wras elected.

Mr. McRae, immediately after his appointment,
repaired to Washington, where he is now engaged
in the performance of his duties, as one of the
Senators from this State.

The Report of the Commissioners of the Southern
Railroad has not yet been received ; when it shall
come to hand, it will be promptly laid before you.
That it is a work of great importance, not only to
the people residing in the eastern portion of the
State, but, (when taken in connexion with other
improvements of a similar character, ) to the coun
try at large will be readily perceived. At the
same time, it must be admitted that large sums
have already been expended, while, to all appear-
ances, but little lias been done towards the comple
tion of the work ; and it may become a matter of
serious inquiry how far the State is benefitted, in an
effort to construct a great public work, through
an agency that has no capital at stake, and is to
derive no personal benefit from the enterprizc.
Terms of a liberal character have been offered by
the Legislature to any private company who would
undertake to complete the road. And from the
fact that no offer has . been made upon the terms
proposed, I would suggest the propriety of holding
out still greater inducements, in order to have the
road completed by individual enterpnze.

The subject of Internal Improvements, general

approving the oonus ot me various oiueers electee!
by the people ; but Avheii it is remembered that
upon the Executive devolves the duty of taking
care that the laws be faithfully executed, that he
is invested in certain cases with power to giant re-

prieves and pardons, to remit tines and stay the
collection of forfeitures, that lie is the keeper of
the great seal of the State, with power to issue
commissions, and till vacancies, the necessity of so
providing by an amendment to the constitution,
that the office shall never become vacant, will read-
ily occur to. any I w ould therefore suggest
the propriety of passing a law, recommending to
the people at the next general election, a change
in the constitution, providing that the President of
the Senate or the Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives, when they should be invested with the
executive office, according to the constitution,
should hold and exercise the duties of the same,
until the Governor, elected by the people, should
be re uilarlr installed ; or, if it should be coiisid- -

ered more advisable, to provide for the election of
a Lieutenant Governor, to exercise, the duties ot
President of the Senate and to act as Governor of;
the State, when by death, removal or resignation,
that office should become vacant. In connection
with this subject, I herew ith transmit to the Leg-
islature, a report from the Secretary of State up-

on this subject.
I herewith submit to the Legislature a report

of the Auditor of Public Accounts, giving full and
highly satisfactory statements of the condition of
the finances of the State. Prom this Report it
will be seen, that the sums collected and paid into
the Treasury during the fiscal year 1C50, amount-
ed to the sum of 5r 12 1,033 95; and the sums col-

lected and paid in the year 1G.51, amounted to the
sum of 8221,200 21; and that there has been dis-

bursed during these periods, in obedience to law,
the sum of $510,570 G3 ; leaving in the Treasury
on the 1 1 tli day of December, 1C51, a balance
amounting to the sum of $525,010 CO ; subject
to such appropriations as may be ordered by Leg-
islative enactment. For details, I respcctfully
refer you to the report of the Auditor of Public
Accounts.

Owing to severe family affliction, the late Trea-
surer has not finished his al report. When
received by this Department, which is expected in
a few days, it will be communicated to the Legis-
lature.

I have no alterations to suggest in relation to
the laws heretofore passed in relation to the col-

lection of the public revenue. The officers charg-
ed with the performance of these duties, so far as
has been made known to the executive department,
have performed them with as much skill and effi-

ciency, as at any former period ; and the condi-
tion of the public treasury gives the most gratify-
ing assurance of the ability and integrity with
which the financial department of the State Gov-

ernment has been managed.
By an act of the Legislature, approved March

9th, I860, entitled, "an act to promote common
schools in the several counties in this State," the
sum of 200,000 was appropriated to be distribu-
ted amongst the different counties in the State, for
the purposes and upon the conditions, prescribed
in the act.

By the 2nd section of the act, it was made the
duty of the assessors of taxes in the several coun-
ties, to make an accurate enumeration of all the
free white children in their respective counties,
who were over six, and under twenty years of age;
that said enumeration should be transmitted to
the Auditor of Public Accounts, who should
thereupon apportion the sum amongst the different
counties, according to the number of children en-

titled to schooling under the provisions of said act.
In consequence of the enumeration not having
been furnished according to the provisions of the
second section of the act, the Auditor of Public
Accounts has not been enabled to apportion the
sum appropriated by the Legislature as was intend-
ed ; and said sum of money yet remains in the
Treasury, subject to be paid out whenever the
enumeration required by the law, shall have been
made ; or subject to such changes and modifica-
tions as the Legislature may think proper to make.
By the 5th section of that act, it was provided
that the fund, when distributed to the several
counties, should be loaned out under the supervis-
ion of the Boards of Police, or the School Com-
missioners of said, counsies.

Experience has proven that public funds, wlien

v5v. -


